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SGM  Teacher Mini-Grants 2016-2017 

 
The purpose of mini-grants is to motivate students to learn and to increase the depth and breadth of the 
curriculum beyond that which is (a) provided by the state instructional materials or (b) able to be funded by 
state or county budgets.  While scholarships benefit students who have completed their elementary and 
secondary schooling to pursue post-secondary schooling at a community college, college, university, or trade 
school, mini-grants are important because they benefit district students during the 13 years in which they are 
receiving services from the district.   
 
All donations to the Foundation which increase the endowment, whether they are for scholarships or mini-
grants, are matched by Steve Mihaylo at 25%. Many of the donations to the Foundation are earmarked for 
scholarships.  The Foundation urges future donors to consider naming mini-grants as the focus of their funds.  
While the minimum donation to create a named scholarship is $8,333, any level of donation can be 
contributed to the mini-grant fund.   
 
The Committee had a total of $22,500 to spend on mini-grant projects this year with funds allocated from the 
Lighthouse Project, Alderwood Group, the Jim Bollingmo Family, the Butcher Family, the John Grandi 
Memorial, Patty and Loren Hafen, BBHS Parents in Support of Academics, and the Marie Wanke 
Family.  This year there were 13 projects submitted requesting a total of $27,801.  The Committee chose to 
fund twelve (12) projects.  A total of 1300 students are affected by these twelve proposals this school year 
with far-reaching effects for years to come.   

 

 

 

 

 

BLES News Baldwin Lane Elementary 

This proposal requested funds in the amount of $257 to pay for equipment and supplies to put on a 
daily broadcast news show for all students.  A total of 470 students were affected this year. 
The Committee recommendation was to fund the proposal in the amount of $257. 
 

Handheld Digital Microscope Baldwin Lane Elementary 
This proposal was for funds to purchase a handheld microscope that would allow images under the 
microscope to be projected onto the ENP board for students in the classroom to see all at the same 
time.    A total of 470 students was affected this year.  
The Committee recommendation was to fund the proposal in the amount of $524. 

Technology Integration ï Samsung Galaxy Tablets Big Bear Elementary 
This proposal requested funds to purchase tablets for Special Education students to enable these 
kinesthetic learners to be more engaged and able to express themselves in ways in which they would 
be comfortable as well as having fun.  The total cost of the proposal was $1460 and a total of 10 
students this year we be affected. 
The Committee recommendation was to fund the proposal in the amount of $2015. 
 

LEGO Robotics Big Bear Middle 
This proposal requested funds to purchase various robotic kits and equipment to expand the number 
of Robotics Team student members.  The program helped to develop problem solving, critical 
thinking, communications, and teamwork skills in the students as they built their robotic models.  This 
proposal affected 60+ students this year from both schools.  The total amount requested was $3896. 
The Committee recommendation was to fund the proposal in the amount of $3896. 
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STEAM Program Big Bear Middle 
This proposal was for the purchase of eight HP laptops to pair with the newly received Arduinos kits.    
The new technology helped students to use learned skills in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Mathematics.  The total requested for the proposal was $3729 and affected a total of 90+ 
students in 7th and 8th grade. 
The Committee recommendation was to fund the proposal in the amount of $3729. 
 

LEGO Robotics II     Baldwin Lane Elementary 

This proposal requested funds to purchase LEGO education kits for the classroom in order to 
enhance knowledge and engage students in building simple and powered machines and mechanisms 
in the 6th grade.  The number of students affected was 70 this year.  The total amount requested was 
$3946. 

The Committee recommendation was to fund the proposal in the amount of $3946. 

 

Nourish the Bear Community Collaboration                     Big Bear Middle 

This proposal requested funds for the First Annual ñNourish the Bear Health Fairò to support the 4th 
annual Healthy Taste of Big Bear Community Dinner.  This dinner emphasized locally grown food.  
The amount requested was $1200 and affected the schoolwide population this year. 

The Committee recommended to partially fund the proposal in the amount of $250 to cover 
the cost of paper goods and decorations. 

 

Replace CD Player and Cables  Baldwin Lane Elementary 

This proposal requested funds in the amount of $400 to replace components for the sound system 
that were old and nonfunctioning.  It was also to provide a new CD player for school performances.  
All 470 students were affected this year. 

The Committee recommended to fund the proposal in the amount of $400. 

 

The Art of STEAM Baldwin Lane Elementary 

This proposal requested funding for the purchase of Art Lessons for Children program on DVD to 
assist in the incorporation of the arts into their STEAM program.  The total number of students 
affected by this proposal this year was 470, and it will be used for many years to come. 

The Committee recommended funding in the amount of $162. 

 

 The Art of STEAM II  Baldwin Lane Elementary 

This proposal requested funding of $2313 to purchase the DVD Arts Attack lessons for students 
using todayôs technology via the ENP boards.  The total amount of students affected by this proposal 
was 470 this year and many more in years to come. 

The Committee recommended was to fund the proposal in the amount of $2313. 

 

 BVUSD Elementary Strings                                         All Elementary Schools 

This proposal requested funding of $3250 for the purchase of new books, supplies and travel funds 
for competitions off the mountain.  The total amount of students that were affected by this proposal 
was 154 in grades 3-6 this year. 

The Committee recommended to partially fund the proposal in the amount of $1639 to pay for 
the method books and sheet music and a portion of the travel. 

 

 Math Department Chromebooks  Big Bear High 

This proposal requested funds to purchase 16 Chromebooks for the math department to complement 
the schoolôs growing STEM program.  The proposal requested $3924.  The total number of students 
affected by this proposal was 500 this year. 
The Committee recommended the funding of the proposal in the amount of $3924.  



In the Pursuit 

 of  Excellence  

Page 4 

Mini-Grants in Action! 

BLES News Broadcast Studio 

A recorded news clip can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_jgqh6AqJQ&feature=youtu.be 

Corn snow that fell March 22, 2017 Takis Broccoli flowers 

Pictures taken with the Dino-Lite Handheld Digital Microscope 

 

Distinguished Elementary Strings Members 
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557 Outstanding Scholarship Recipients 

Class of 1999 (5) 
Lisa Graff 
Lori Lowman 
Caleb McGivney 
Jamie Russell 
Kristin Sandstrom  
Class of 2000 (8) 
Kevin Appleton 
Charles Boucher 
Grace Deisler 
Kjersti Johanson 
Mark LaFontaine 
Elisabeth Marquez 
Kathryn Stapko 
Kristin Weaver 
Class of 2001 (14) 
Brian Addison 
Amblyn Allen 
Johnny Bishop 
Devin Craig 
Emily Durban 
Dustin Dwyer 
Kevin Evans 
Matt Foulkes 
Alex Garcia 
Suzanne Johnson 
Katy Norlander 
Clinton Seevers 
Marko Shepherd 
Christina Stock 
Class of 2002 (15) 
Justin Applebury 
Holly Appleton 
Art Arvita 
Laura Bradford 
Kristen Cavanagh 
Marcella Cavanagh 
Jennifer Conger 
Nicholas Deisler 
Bryan Elder 

Cody Jensen 
Kelsey Paine 
Mason Perry 
Rachel Tarras 
Trisha Wiling 
Kyle Wormsbecker 

Class of 2003 (17) 
Alishia Blevins 
Carrie Boucher 
Joey Bradley 
Matthew Bulrice 
Kaitlyn Dobis 
Felicia Garver 
Brett Gytri 
Craig Hall 
Gavin Heilman 
Bradley Jennings 
Jennifer Laughlin 
Neil Mandalia 
Melissa Morley 
Kyle Motherspaw 
Erin Peckham 
Ryan Seifert 
Kevin Zuidema  
Class of 2004 (19) 
Kelsey Allen 
Alexis Carlson 
Daniel Duran 
Elizabeth Diaz 
Jeffrey Field 
Natalie Jecusco 
Derrick Knapik 
Ashley LaBarre 
Natalie Lastra 
Lindsay Liu 
Stephanie McCutcheon 
April Monick 
Marlem Montero 
Megan Pennington-Boggio 
Mikaila Rimbenieks  

Samantha Salmas 
Scott Smith 
Johnell Snapper 
Cameron Snyder 
Class of 2005 (25) 
Morgan Acevedo 
Keith Appleton 
Erin Baum 
Hayley Baumgartner 
Cassandra Bazan 
Kristina Bishop 
Roxanne Borges 
Madison Bradley 
Tommy Bradley 
Kent Burnett 
Ryan Connelly 
Marie Dominquez 
Ashley Drake 
Christine Hirschler 
Anna Hilliard 
Elysse Kompaniez 
Kari Kompaniez 
Ryan Reeves 
Sean Roberts 
Samantha Roth 
Colin Schour 
Bobby Sokolowski 
Hanna Sokolowski 
Sarah Steube 
Michael Wadden 
Class of 2006 (30) 
Aaron Acosta 
Bryce Acosta 
James Armstrong 
Brien Battiste 
Courtney Conger 
Joslin Coon 
Sara Cutuli 
Timothy Deisler 
Anthony DeSanctis 

Adriana Diaz 
Nicholas Dobis 
Amber Dwyer 
Austin Hitchin 
Virginia Jimenez 
Kyrstie Lane 
Kyle Lewis 
Tonya Lewis 
Leigha Malarkey 
Shane Mandalia 
Cyrstal O'Neilin 
Kerri Penardi 
Scott Proctor 
Kelly Reynolds 
Bryce Riddle 
Nina Ruiz 
Whitney Seaman 
Lindsay Shaw 
Nolan Warriner 
Alisha Winger 
Kelly Yesia 
Class of 2007 (35) 
Sarah Adams 
Reanne Barrette 
Kali Begley 
Matthew Bollen 
Caytie Boucher 
Chelsea Bracken 
David Bradley 
Ahmicqui Bribiescas 
Seth Brown 
Chiara Cabiglio 
Melissa Cutuli 
Ariana Czech 
Brooke Dekker 
Heather Fipps 
Matthew Gardner 
Alyssa Hird 
Christopher Jasperson 
T. ñBradleyò Johnson 

The first year that the Foundation made distributions was 1999.  At that time, the endowment was valued at 
about $200,000, so scholarships totaling $9,000 were presented to five students.  That same year we gave just 
under $8,000 in mini-grants to BVUSD educators.  As the endowment grew, so did our ability to make larger 
distributions.  Nearly every year we have been able to increase the number of scholarships and mini-grants, as 
well as increase the amounts distributed.   
 
Today, with over $2,500,000 in the endowment, we will distribute  $123,250 in in scholarships to 52 deserv-
ing students, as well as having approximately $25,000 for mini-grant requests in August 2017.  
 
Most importantly, since inception, we have now distributed over $1,083,600 in scholarships to 557 students 
in amounts ranging from $1,000 to $10,500, and granted over $261,420 in mini-grants to BVUSD educators 
to motivate and stimulate learning in the classroom.  When we fund scholarships or mini-grants, we are not 
spending the endowment.  We are spending the earnings from the endowment. 
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 Brittany Lamson 
Chelsea Marsh 
Karrie McCord 
Christian Metzger 
Jake Meyer 
Daniel Rich 
Jamie Saderup 
Cody Sevedge 
Kenny Sokolowski 
Alex Stepansky 
Art Thompson 
Matthew Tilford 
Elizabeth Traub 
Jon Valteau 
Ashley Vasquez 
Kaitlyn Wormsbecker 
Kari Worthington 
Class of 2008 (34) 
Katherine Bumstead 
Kyle Burnett 
Gianni Cabiglio 
Brittany Caldwell 
Jesse Ceron 
Courtney Crawford 
Timothy DeGriselles 
Michael Dietz 
Max Dobis 
Danielle Estes 
Jennifer Field 
Sarah Gannon 
Kyle Gassmeyer 
Ross Goulet 
Brennen Halliday 
Keely Hansen 
Kelsey Iafrate 
Travis Johnson 
Jennifer Lindsey 
Kevin McCutcheon 
Daren McLean 
Beau-Robert Metcalfe 
Kayla Murray 
Daisy Ojeda 
Amber Parle 
Rosa Perez 
Kriss Proctor 
Lucinda Pyles 
Brittani Rawlins 
Cody Reeves 
Spencer Riddle 
Alberto Solis 
Sarah White 
Chailenn Young  
Class of 2009 (33) 
Hillary Antes 
Stevie Baltazar 
Dustin Blauer 
Hayley Bracken 
Eric Carrillo 
Christina Edsall 
Edward Erosa 
Sarah Fagan 

Nicole Farrell 
Amanda Fisch 
Miles Fulton 
Tiana Hahn 
Garrett Hamilton 
Clifton Helmuth 
Anne Heuerman 
Michelle Hirschler 
Cody Jenkins 
Lynsey Johnson 
Emily Kamphaus 
Megan Kendall 
Ryan Lambert 
Janae LaPierre 
Aaron Larson 
Kyle Malarkey 
Alexandra Miller 
Breana Musella 
Lanlalit Nathalang 
Eric Nicolai 
Cheyenna Quinones 
Scott Reynolds 
Hannah Schmidt 
Joshua Schneider 
Jacob Sokolowski 
Class of 2010 (35) 
Jeff Barker 
Shaughn Barr 
Parker Bradley 
Katelyn Callaway 
Amber Carpenter 
Sara Chatham 
Hillary Crawford 
Callie Daniels 
Sara Dubuque 
Marcos Flores 
Caroline Forry 
Craig Hall 
Claire Hird 
Michael Howeth 
Jonika Kelso 
Krystina Mason 
Jessica Massey 
Ryan McCord 
Allison Moran 
Jake Murie 
Cameron Musser 
Nicholas Newsome 
Tessa Putz 
Timothy Ricciotti 
Michelle Ritenour 
Lauren Schour 
Mykhaylo Shumko 
Eric Sprecher 
Paige Sutherland 
Kierstin Thomas 
Cassidy Tokunaga 
Raven Uhler 
Drew Waner 
Mariah Webb 
Nicolette Yarber 

Class of 2011 (35) 
Roy Bowling 
Danielle Carson 
Tessa Egerer 
Megan Ellis 
Kristina Faraci 
Alexis Florence 
William Gaines 
Caitlin Garland 
Wilson Hahn 
Timothy Harrell 
Jennifer Hirschler 
David Hollenbeck 
Sierra Hood 
Riley Jasperson 
Wesley Jenkins 
Chris Kent 
Amy Kilburger 
Rachel Klitzner 
Samuel Lopez 
Trent Marsh 
Lillian Martin 
Gloria Metzger 
Jeanne Newsome 
Cord North 
Cody Ogg 
Anna Peckham 
Caitlyn Rich 
Peyton Roberts 
Jessica Schwartz 
Rex Seaman 
Jonathan Sizemore 
Austin Smith 
Arean Thompson 
Nicholas Topoleski 
Courtney Wittrig 
Class of 2012 (35) 
Sarah Avignone 
Rachel Barker 
Meghan Bloch 
Lela Blyler 
Cara Burks 
Cori Burks 
Sarah Button 
Erin Christian 
Kelsey Davis 
Justin Enna 
Christine Goulet 
Lindsay Hafen 
Bryan Hayes 
Connor Hennebry 
Alex Hird 
Tara Hubbard 
Nadia Jenkins 
Evan Johnson 
Sarah Kendall 
Alyssa Larson 
Emmanuel Marquez 
Lauren McKinley 
Hayley Natzic 
Lyndsey Olsen 

Zakk Planz 
Jackson Rees 
Carly Jo Reeves 
Clint Robinson 
Dakota Rochelle 
Aaron Sutherland 
Samantha Swanson 
Kelly Kai Tokunaga 
Cheyanne Turner 
Jessica Watterson 
Randynn Young  
Class of 2013 (40) 
Kathleen (Katie) Adams 
Brad Amburgey 
Brianna Bennett 
Kirstin Bennett 
Jordan Beuch 
Taylor Bien 
William Bongiovanni 
Laurel Bowling 
Destiny Branchcomb 
Danielle Brunet 
Sahara Carter 
Jodi Cline 
Amber Diefenderfer 
Ashley Directo 
Dylan Easterby 
Elizabeth George 
Rebecca Goshorn 
Christiana Harrell 
Lance Hubbard 
Elliott Lebby 
Geneva Leong 
Sara Licona 
Yadira Licona 
Michael Lopez 
Natasha Mayans-
Sergeyeva 
Bobby Moralez 
Theodore Parks 
Zachary Rehfuss 
Maria Salazar 
Sara Seaman 
Claudio Meza Segura 
Rosalva Bravo Silva 
Pearl Snead 
Kirsten Sokolowski 
Hunter Soules 
Morgan Thomas 
Tori Waner 
Kayla Westover 
Seth Wijnhamer 
Maryana Yurchyshyna 
Class of 2014 (42) 
David Baird 
Jessica Brasher 
Samantha Bumstead 
Constance Button 
David Caballero 
Jake Cabrera 
Autumn Cardiel 



SGM BBHS Education Foundation  

PO Box 1529 

Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

Phone: 909-866-4631 

Fax: 909-866-2040 

Email: NealWaner@aol.com 

All Donations are 100% Tax Deductible! 
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 For donations year-round: 

 
Jacob Carson 
Shellsea Chicca-Wilding 
Alexis Contreras 
Janelle Eberhard 
Diana Escorcia 
Victoria Filia 
Ryan Florence 
Austin Harris 
Nicole Higuera 
David Kanteman 
Michael Kent 
Robert May 
Conner McDonough 
Leslie Morgan 
Quinn Navarro 
Nolan Newkirk 
Vanessa Ochoa 
Soleil Olsen 
Maria Ramos 
Jordan Romero 
Skyler Romero 
Austin Saderup 
Summer Sayre 
Jennifer Schick 
Kaitlyn Smith 
Travis Smith 
Paul Stiles 
Ryan Stolliker 
Alice Taylor 
Delaney Warren 
Haley Wilding 
Raven Young 
Leesha Zamorano 
Joshua Zellars 
Danny Zepeda 
Class of 2015 (48) 
Thaddaeus Acheson 
Mariah Baldwin 
Morgan Brannock 
Delanie Brunet 
Hannah Burak 
Cory Butcher 
James DeGree 
Erika Dolan 
Trinity Dostrow 

Renae Ellis 
Stephanie Faraci 
Tyler Fries 
Jacob Gafford 
Brett Ghelber 
Daniel Grunewald 
Landon Harris 
Elizabeth Herrick 
Lauren Huefner 
Jeremy Hurt 
Cora Ianniciello 
Allen Issa 
Jason Jacobsen 
Elizabeth Johnson 
Nicholas LaBate 
Emily Lacoste 
Reed Leong 
Julia Licona 
Elysse Lopez 
Collin Ludecke 
Afton Moran 
Kiersten Natzic 
Naomi Nelson 
Ivan Ortega 
Hugo Pacheco 
Gabriela Perez-Garcia 
Marilyn Pierson 
Kaysi Pilcher 
Emily Ploense 
Hannah Renick 
Trenton Rochelle 
Ariana Schroepfer 
Angela Teele 
Allisun Thomas 
Madison Waner 
Taylor Waner 
Hannah Wijnhamer 
Logan Wolf 
Adrian Zavala-Barragan  
Class of 2016 (35) 
Brandon Baker 
Paul Bakhos 
Trevor Bilak-Sakin 
Ilora Booth 
Taylor Brown 

Ryan Burton  
Kortney Carmody 
Allison Copley 
Heather Creamer 
Elizabeth Dawson 
Amanda Egerer 
William Elbert 
Justin Elliott 
Michelle Elliott 
Selena Erosa 
Alexis Estrada 
Dylan Eubanks 
China Garcia 
Jose Garcia 
Estefania Gonzalez 
Connor Hafen 
Haylee Hendricks 
Justine Higuera 
Gabrielle King 
Meghan Kirkegaard 
Megan McElfish 
Brandy Murphy 
Sophia Rees 
Madison Ritenour 
Madeleine Stiles 
Sarah Talbot 
Miranda Thomas 
Steven Voest 
Veronica Wells 
Evan Williams 
Class of 2017 (52) 
Brandy Ayala 
Katelynn Azevedo 
Bailee Bock 
Haley Cabrera 
Hanna Cabrera 
Nathan Campos 
Spencer Cassling 
Melanye Castruita Valle 
Payton Cawley 
Tanner Cheetwood 
Jamie Crueger 
Jose de Leon 
Mark Diaz 
Elizabeth Filia 

Jessi Grabe 
Ryan Griffiths 
Jessica Guadarrama 
Charlotte Haston 
William Hernandez, II 
Hailey Hubbard 
Kailey Klatt 
Jessica Lehner 
Natalie Libonati 
Angel Licona 
Christian Lopez 
Skyler McGiveron 
Caleb McGivney 
Hailey Miller 
Christopher Morales 
Colleen Mount 
Gavin Navarro 
Hale Obernolte 
Mary Olsen 
Melissa Olson 
Connor Pellegrini 
Jayden Rago 
Nicholas Renick 
Martha Rodriguez Mota 
Odalys Sanchez 
Julia Schroepfer 
Kadi Sullivan 
Kimberlyn Taylor 
Emily Thomas 
Elizabeth Tindell 
Bailee Towsley 
Nikki Tubangui 
Luz Uribe Mendez 
Melissa Vargas 
Brandon Volpicelli 
Ashley Walton 
Bo Emerson Warren 
Zachary Williams 
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The story continues with a gift of $50,000 from George Gray, a retired custodian, and is furthered by many donations 
from caring businesses and individuals, all of which have subsequently been matched by Steve Mihaylo.  Since       
inception through 2011, Steve graciously matched each dollar donated toward our endowment, a total support of over 
$1 million.   

Beginning in January 2012, Steveôs match became 25% of funds donated toward the endowment. Steveôs match, both 
in the past and ongoing, has been the primary motivation for many donors who could see the benefit of ñleveraging 
upò and letting the earnings from their contribution, coupled with Steveôs match, fund scholarships and mini-grants. 
Needless to say, we couldnôt be where we are today without our generous donors and Steveôs gracious match. 
 

Our endowment is what makes us unique. We have grown the endowment from the initial seed capital of $100,000 to 
now over $2.5 million, and that is after distributing just under $1.3 million in scholarships and mini-grants since  
inception. When we fund scholarships or mini-grants we are not spending the endowment. We are spending the 
earnings from the endowment. That means that our scholarships and programs will continue to exist long after our 
involvement with the Foundation. 
 

Weôve grown in many ways over the last 18 years. Our first year we gave out just five scholarships totaling $9,000. 
This year weôll distribute 52 scholarships totaling $123,250, in amounts ranging from $1,000 to $10,500. This year we 
granted over $22,500 in mini-grants to BVUSD educators to motivate and stimulate learning in the classroom.  
Including this yearôs distributions, we have now distributed $1,083,600 in scholarships to 557 students and      
provided $261,420 in mini-grants touching the lives of over 18,958 students! As our endowment and programs grow, 
we will be able to benefit even more children. There are so many ways in which you can participate in our       
wonderful story, and each year our story gets better! Come, be a part! Thank you Big Bear, donors, and Steve   
Mihaylo, for contributing to our children and the future! 

Steven G. Mihaylo Big Bear High School 

Education Foundation 

Board of Directors 

 

Steven G. Mihaylo 

Russell R. Reynolds, Emeritus Trustee 

Russell R. Reynolds 

The story of our Foundation is wonderful.  It starts with honored 
educator, Russell R. Reynolds.  In 1961, Russ Reynolds helped 
Steve Mihaylo earn his high school diploma via correspondence 
courses after Steve had left Big Bear.  That simple gesture of kind-
ness from an educator to a student prompted a lifelong friendship. 

Years later, Steve Mihaylo, in an expression of thanks to Russ,  
donated some shares of his company stock to the Bear Valley   
Unified School District and he asked Russ to set up a scholarship 
fund.  That initial gift, along with Steveôs desire to help graduating 
seniors from Big Bear High School, established the Steven G. 
Mihaylo Big Bear High School Education Foundation. 

Neal Waner, President 
Sandie Proctor, Treasurer 
Barbara Boucher, Executive Director 
Carrie Boucher, Board Member 
Mike Chatham, Board Member 
Loren Hafen, Board Member 
Steve Hirschler, Board Member 
Gloria Lopez, Board Member 

Tim McGrath, Board Member 
Steve Mihaylo, Board Member 
Nicole Natzic, Board Member 
Susanna Reynolds, Board Member 
Mary Suzuki, BVUSD Representative 
Brad Wright, Board Member 
Al Waner, Board Member 


